How to Prepare and Perform For Auditions

Preparing for an audition is essential.

The three P’s of auditioning:
· Be prepared

· Be presentable

· Be personable

Being prepared:
· helps build confidence

· reduces anxiety

· helps you make a much better impression 

Preparation Instructions

1. Read the whole script to get a feel for the story and the characters.
2. Find out what roles are right for you. E.g. don’t audition for a lean, 6 foot teen heartthrob if you are a four foot two, slightly overweight, middle-aged bald guy

3. Ask yourself: Are the songs for the character I would like to audition for within my vocal range?
4. Watch the movie version of the musical and/or listen to the songs in the musical (available on line).
5. Learn and practise the audition songs for the roles of interest.

6. Practise the audition readings until you can almost recite them by heart. This will give you the ability to move and act during the reading. Remember: the term reading means that you need to act the part not just read aloud.

7. Practise moving as you think that character would move.

8. Choose clothing that suits the character. You do not need a costume. For example: if the role is that of a business man - wear a suit, a farmer - wear overalls, a glamorous woman - wear a dress and jewellery. 

9. If your role requires an accent, practise reading aloud with that accent.

10. Practise any dance/movement that has been taught.

Questions to ask about a character:
· In what era do I live?

· What are the social graces and conventions of that era?

· What is my social status?

· What is my occupation?

· What is my family status?

· What are my goals in life?

· Where have I lived/travelled?
· What are the characteristics of the community in which I live?

· What aspirations/goals do I have?

· What education do I have?

· Who are my friends?

· How would my character talk, move? E.g. What kind of posture would I have? Am I slow moving or hyper, timid or outgoing? Am I a leader or a follower?

· How would my age group behave in this era?
· What is my mood in a particular scene or situation?

· How do I feel about other characters? 

· How do I react to other characters?
During The Audition

The auditioning committee wants to see your skills. They do not expect you to be perfect but want to see the potential you have for the role.

1. Be on time! Arrive 15 minutes prior to your time in order to get relaxed.

2. Walk into the audition with confidence. Make a good first impression.

3. Be professional: introduce yourself, be courteous but not too talkative, no gum chewing 

4. Sell yourself! Show confidence even if you are anxious.

5. Make sure you have good volume and expression.

6. Move during the singing and reading auditions to show your acting ability.

7. Interact with other characters reading with you.

8. Sing and read out as if an audience is listening. 
9. Wear comfortable shoes that your can move in. Flat shoes or runners are best.

10. Listen carefully to any given directions. Ask for clarification if needed.
